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formerprof • 8 years ago

On the whole, this is a good argument of the relevance of the humanities for life (and 

careers). It presumes that students are able to transfer insights and skills gained from 

study and discussion of course materials to other facets of their experience. Such a 

presumption might be risky, but I think it is unavoidable. Nevertheless, a quick off-the-cuff 

allusion or two in class to mass media expressions might help students realize that their 

instructor is not a totally isolated nerd.
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•

whitakal • 8 years ago

I would take this salutary argument one step further, and suggest that a surefire way to fail 

to inculcate critical thinking is to teach "critical thinking": https://www2.bc.edu/~whitak....

Keith Whitaker, www.wisecounselresearch.org
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trendisnotdestiny • 8 years ago • edited> whitakal

To borrow from Mark's sport analogy, your comment is like so many coaches who 

get caught up in formations in the game soccer.  In a field so fluid like teaching and 

soccer, the start of the shape or what you call your approach is less and less 

relevant.  It is what you do within that shape that counts. 

I would draw upon the same analogy with your comment on "critical thinking".  Your 
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